Since the publication of the last volume of their Transactions, the Society has received the honour of his Majesty's royal charter of incorporation, constituting the Society the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London; designating his Majesty as the patron of the Society, and creating its members Fellows of the chartered body. The Charter and Bye-laws of the Society are given as an introduction to the present volume, with a list of the subscriptions to defray the expenses of the charter. No proof can now be wanted of the very high rank which this Society has always maintained among the scientific bodies of this country; and, if it were required, it would be afforded by the honour of having received the royal patronage, which is never conferred upon any society without deliberate enquiry into the claims which exist for so flattering a distinction. In virtue of their incorporation, the Society is relieved from the regal restrictions of the statutes of Mortmain, and may now "receive, hold, possess, and enjoy any goods and chattels whatsoever." We hope that those friends to the medical profession who have property to bequeath, and upon whose generosity there are no stronger claims, will bear in mind the privilege so graciously bestowed by the King.
Nothing can be further from our intention than to enter into any lengthened enquiry of the laws or internal management of the Society. We believe that the former are, upon the whole, excellent; and that the latter is judiciously conducted. We must be allowed to hint, however, at the necessity of a very rigid adherence to the bye-laws of chap, xii., which refers to the publication or non-.publication of papers presented to the Society. This is a point 6 upon which dissatisfaction very easily arises; for who so likely to complain as the author of a rejected paper; who so likely to distort the slightest deviation from the laws into an act of premeditated partiality ? The third section of the xvth chapter of the Bye-laws is thus worded: "The business of the Society, at their ordinary meetings, shall be to converse upon professional subjects, and to hear and read letters, reports, and other papers, on After having bestowed upon this volume a very attentive perusal, we rise from it with the impression that it is somewhat inferior, upon the whole, to most of the previous "Transactions." Several of the papers contain excellent matter, and are very neatly drawn up; others, upon which we could fix, contain little that is new, and have certainly no fair claim to the space they occupy.
